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Meeting : March 6 Annual Meeting - Members Night 
| Meeting =: April 3 Mr Gavin Cerini - Fauna Plans for the 
Ballarat Region 
Excursion : March 8 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
Excursion : April 5 Queenscliff Marine Centre 
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Field Reports -—- February Meeting. 


Ke McDonnell - Pied Currawong with carcase of 
sparrow at Bright, using Butcher 
Bird 'larder' method. 
Dingo sighted on Mt. Buffalo. 


He Dalman —- Penguin affected by oil at 
Peterboroughs 

Je Spicer - Dead Kangaroo on Western Freeway 
near Ballan exite 

Lo Fink - Water plants flowering on dams 


near Meredith. 
Flocks of 10-430 Eastern Rosellas 
on roadsides near Meredith. 

G. Binns - One - two kilometres off shore 
Apollo Bay, Black Browed Albatross, 
Gannets, Fairy Penguins, S.T. 


Shearwaters. 
Twelve species of fish hooked by 
fishermen. 
At Skenes Creek,King Parrots 
plentiful. 

T. Barlow — Kookaburra behaving like a wood- 
pecker at Mt. Helen. 

Ke Hammond - Spotted Turtledoves observed 

regularly in Wendouree. 
H. Burgess - Crested Grebes observed attending 


nests and with large young on 
Lake Wendouree. . 

Me Rotheram- At Beeac, duck species massing 
particularly Mountain Duck. 
At Clunes Swamps, two Brolgas, 
sixteen Snipe, Red-Kneed Plovers. 


F. Harrap - Seventy yellow tailed Black 
Cockatoos at Mt. Helen on New Years 
daye 


Excursion : April 5 - Queenscliff Marine Centre 


This outing has been arranged through the 
Information Centre and includes a most interesting 
marine study on shore and from a cruise. Members 
will be advised of the details and, charges involved. 


Excursion : March 8 - Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 


This Reserve is unique as it is the only remaining 
area of native bushland on the Bellarine Peninsula. 


It covers some 143 ha. and supports a large number 
of species of native flora and fauna including the 
last known habitat of the Small Ant Blue butterfly 
and their host ants, Iridomyrmes nitidus. 


Depart Crockers Corner 9.30am or meet at Grubb Rd. 
entrance to Reserve at approx 11.30am. Our guide 
will be Mr Ray Hodge (phone 052 551035). Location 
map — 
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February Meeting — FILM NIGHT - 


*- Some notes on the two films viewed. We are 
grateful to Frank Harrap for arranging a most 
enlightening programme. 

4. "The Aliens Among Us". Colour. 52 Minutes. 
National Film Library. 

An excellant film about spiders. Their existence 
from birth relies on their webs which are produced 
for varying purposes. 

Some can lay up to 700 eggs at one sitting, 
placing these in one container which is covered 
for protection by an over layer, then finally a 
layer of coloured (brown) silk for camouflage. 


The spider pauses then later may use leaves or 
grass for further protection. Others carry their 
eggs around. Some look like sticks or bits of 
debris for protection. 

Although young spiders provide food for other 
insects, enough survive to carry on the species. 
Birds, wasps and even their own kind are some of 
their enemies and predators. Some wasps lay their 
eggs on spiders which have been paralised by the 
Wasp. 

aniders have evolved some queer and unique 
methods of camouflage. Som¢,like wolf spiders, 
use well camouflaged doors on their burrows. 

The silken nets that spiders spin to trap their 
prey are strikingly beautiful. Even in spaceless 
-ness they can spin a web. Web building spiders 
rely on 'touch' through their webs. Orb spinners 
are the ultimate in web spinners. Some like 
jumping spiders, dont spin webs for catching prey. 

Spiders that live in flowers rely on absolute 
stillness to deceive their prey, while others are 
so like a piece of debris that flies etc are 
completely deceived. Some spiders angle for their 
supper. This is done with a line with globules 
of extremely sticky substance. One spider cap:ures 
only the male moths of a certain species, by 
mimicry of the scent of the female moth. 

Male spiders take their life in their hands when 
they approach females. The phalps are the Spiders 
Hain mating device, being used for placing the 

sperm. Mating may take place very quickly or 
may take up to 10 hours eg huntsmen. 

Very often the male does not escape after mating 
but is devoured by the female. 


2.-"Legs, Leglessness and locomotion". Colour. 18 
minutes National Film Library. 

Another informative Australian Film, on Lizards 
and Snakes. 

Fifty five percent of the worlds monitor lizards 
are found in Australia. Their legs are adapted 
for running and climbing. Some, like the frilled 
lizard run on their hind lliegs but use legs, feet, 

.and claws: dozing in safety in trees. 
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Geckoes 
have flattened pads with a wide variety of toe pads 
according to their habitate Some lizards can dig 
and most are ground dwellers. Legless lizards, 
with varying degrees of "underdevelopment" of 
limbs are very like snakes. Skinks are ground 
dwellers;, some of which are very robust. Blue 
tongues, however, have relatively small and light 
legs; and one species has small legs with three 
toes and an elongated body. Some of the larger 
skinks have the habit of not using their back 
legs. This is ewident in the buyvrowing species. 
Using undulating movements of the body, those 
legless, or nearly so, make progress ina 
similar way to snakes. In lizards,legs are 
connected to the body differently to mamnals. 

The most primitive forms are the blind snakes 
which have a spike on the end of their tails to 
aid locomotion. Snakes climb trees with relative 
ease, some species spending most of their lives 
above the ground. 

L.F. 


Report on Excursion to the B.O.C. Block at Linton 


Hot weather had been forecast, so it was decided 
that we would meet at the block at 4 pem This 
proved a popular decision as about thirty people 
showed upe We split into two groupse One group 
went with Ranger Mary Richmond and covered quite 
a lot of territory. I was amazed at how much 
land the B.O.C. has under its controlo All told 
there would be about 1000 acres, much of it 
owned by Gordon Clarke and some owned by the 
Victorian Conservation Foundation. A lot of work 
is needed to keep the place in ordere A chap 
comes out three days a week and the B.O.C. 
organizes regular working bees every fortnight. 
Also I have no doubt that the Richmonds put ina 
lot of time. An area has been set aside for 
camping at $2.00 per person per night, which 
includes a large building with a few basic 
facilities. 


The house is also available for 
rental to BeO.C. members and their guestse A 
lot of planting has been done, including 72 
species: of eucalypts. I was: amazed to see Eo 
Leucoxylon Rosea saplings, no more than 3 feet 
high, with plenty of red flowers on them. A lot 
of the area has been planted with pines which 
ame due to be harvested in ten yeans. 

The other group went with Graeme Richmond. A 
large number of plants and birds were observed. 
One highlight was observing a thornbill eating a 
large caterpillam with brown and black stripes: 
and orange padse Also a group of wrens was 
observed feeding a cuckoo —- a big task for such 
small birds. 

Many of the group stopped for a picnic tea and 
went for a walk afterwards. Ken Hammond observed 
an Australian Ground Thrush scratching around in 
the creek. The excursion was most enjoyable and 
we thank Mary and Gmare Richmond for giving us 
their time and expertise. 


Bird List 


White Naped Honeyeater 

White Eared Honeyeater 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Grey Fantail 

Superb Blue Wren 

Yellow Rumped Thornbill 

Australian Ground Thrush (Whites Thrush) 
Little Grass Bird 

Golden Whistler (female) 

Crimson Rosella 

White Throated Treecreeper 

Little Pied Cormorant 

Dusky Moorhen 

White Faced Heron 

White Necked Heron 

Bastern Swamphen 

Little Grebe 

Masked Lapwing (Spur winged Plover) 


Geoff Hocking. 


AutumK4Camp Out. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. 


The first camp out for 1987 is to be held at Mt. 


Gambier, 


end of 3,4,5, of April. 


hosted by the local F.N.C, 


on the week- 


Details of the programme 


are available from our Secretary. 


Compiled i$ 
Ellen M P$cCulloch 
& Pauline M Reilly 


Conservation and pollution have become major 
issues of the Seventies. This growing awareness 
and concern has led to the Royal Australasian 
Ornithologists’ Union arranging the publication of 
this brochure as a practical means of helping 
preserve the environment. 


Marine oil spills often cause contamination of 

sea birds. However, with the proper “first aid” 
and care, a contaminated bird can be saved. 

This pamphlet is designed to show how. 

It is based on overseas and local experience, but 
testing and experiments regarding treatment are 
continuing in many places. While giving some 
positive steps to be taken, measures to be avoided 
are also included. A central “nerve centre” to 
deal with large-scale emergencies has not yet been 
established in Australia although such centres exist 
overseas. It is hoped that a similar establishment 
will soon be possible here. 


Rehabilitation has so far been mainly devoted to 
the Fairy (or Little) Penguin Eudyptula minor, the 
species most commonly affected here. Because 
penguins cannot fly, they are more closely confined 
to the sea than are other seabirds. 


The following methods of treatment are directed 
towards penguins, but they are similar for all oiled 
seabirds, although adaptation for different species 
may be needed. 


Do not try to rehabilitate a bird yourself if you are 
inexperienced in handling birds and there is more 
expert care available. 


Warning. Almost all native birds are protected. 
You should therefore seek advice from your local 
fauna authority after the first urgent steps have 
been taken. 


An oiled bird will probably be suffering from all 
five of the following: 


Shock Feather damage 
Cold Poisoning 
Starvation 


(fom Feel Investigation Gimnisther WA OU) 


Treatment: 

Shock. Don't chase the bird. Approach slowly and 
use a landing net or throw a blanket over it. Wear 
gloves for protection. Place the bird in a box small 
enough to restrict its movement. using a separate 
box for each bird. 


Cold. Oil in the feathers allows water to penetrate, 
thus destroying the natural insulation. 


Transport the bird quickly to a box large enough 
to allow it to move round easily. This should be 
placed in a quiet room warmed to about 70-75 
deg. F. where there is a minimum of human 
disturbance. Place clean woollen material without 
loose threads, thick layers of newspaper or plastic 
foam on the floor. This floor covering should be 
changed frequently to avoid infection. 


Avoid crowding. Birds of different species should 
be separated. 

Do not wash. 

Do not use straw or grass because these can lead 
to diseases of the lungs. 

Starvation. When a bird suffers from cold or lack 
of food, it uses up its body reserves and becomes 
emaciated. 

To help relieve irritation caused by intake of oil, 
the first feeding should be preceded by a dose of 
about one dessertspoon of either codliver oil, 
paraffin oil, Kao Magma or similar medication. 
Feed penguins with small fresh oily fish such as 
pilchards up to six inches long. If these are 
unavailable use squid, or fillets of larger fish 
(defrosted if frozen). Pilchards are particularly 
suitable because of their oily nature, and the whole 
fish offers a more complete diet. Up to half a 
dozen can be offered at the initial feed. A healthy 
penguin may eat at least half a pound of fish daily, 
and a starving penguin will need more. 

Larger seabirds need to be fed in proportion to 
their size. Scavengers such as Silver Gulls Larus 
novaehollandiae will feed on many readily 
available foods. 

To help counteract possible dehydration first dip 
the fish in water. The bill should be gently but 
firmly prised‘open and the fish pushed head first 
well down into the back of the throat. If overfed, 
the bird will regurgitate excess food. 


776, 


If fish are not available any easily digested 
protein-based invalid food such as Pro-Lac may be 
temporarily substituted. Again this must be placed 
well down the throat.- 

Wrap the bird firmly in a cloth or towel to prevent 
it struggling. Remember to handle gently and 
quickly for as short a time as possible. 

Fresh drinking water should always be provided. 


Feather damage. Feathers matted by oil should be 
smeared liberally with lard or vegetable oils such 
as maize, peanut or olive oil. Always stroke 
downwards to avoid breaking or damaging 
feathers. To absorb some of this excess fat and oil, 
a powder such as Fuller’s Earth, cornflour or 
cornmeal should be puffed into the feathers with 

a puffer. 

To avoid stress, more heavily oiled birds should be 
treated in easy stages over a period of several 
days. Where only minor oiling is apparent and the 
bird appears healthy and energetic the powder 
treatment, followed by a gentle hosing down with 
warm water. may be all that is required..A 
watering-can may be used if a water-mixing hose 
is not available. 
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Do not use detergents. These remove natural 
waterproofing and may necessitate a long time 

in captivity. 

When the bird is feeding well and gaining weight, 
a brief shower daily with the garden hose will 
stimulate preening, the grooming which is 
necessary for plumage recovery. You must also 
accustom all birds to outdoor conditions again. 


Poisoning. Frequent vomiting, haemorrhage, lack 
of appetite or increasingly offensive droppings are 
signs of poisoning. There is little that can be done 
here except under expert guidance, when oral 
Veterinary Aureomycin or Terramycin can be 
administered. A “dripping” nose is quite normal 
with seabirds. 


Release. If you are successful in restoring a Fairy 
Penguin to a healthy condition, it should weigh 
900-1,200 grams (about 2-24 lIbs.). Ensure that 
the feathers are fully waterproof by allowing the 
bird to remain in a bath of water for several hours. 
Avoid chilling. Should it become waterlogged, it 
will need to be kept for a longer time. Release too 
soon will result in death by drowning, cold 

or starvation. 
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